Writing a Biopoem

Your very first assignment of the year will be to write a BIOPOEM, which is a structured poem that is all about YOU!  To begin, we will look at an example of a Biopoem, examining the structure, word choices and ideas it contains.  Next, you will write a first draft of your own poem, carefully following the format provided on this page.  

Later, you will have your poem edited by someone in your class – it is a good idea to invite more than one peer to look at your work.  Then you will create a visual representation of your poem WHICH WILL BE DRAWN DIRECTLY ON THE GOOD COPY OF THE POEM (just be sure you do not make any of the poem unreadable).  Finally, you will share your final product with the class.  
Line 1
-
Write down your first name

Line 2  -
Write four ADJECTIVES that describe your character, such as what kind of person you think you are, based on how you see the world, how you treat yourself and other people, what your future goals are, and what is exciting about life.  Please do not use ineffective words like “nice,” “friendly,” or “interesting.”  Take the time to come up with more exciting words, and consult a dictionary or thesaurus if you need to.  

Line 3  -
(Relative) of _____________________ (Name the relationship here)


Line 4  -
Lover of ______________________ (List 3 things/hobbies/etc. here)

Line 5  -
Who feels _______________________________________ (3 items)

Line 6  -
Who needs ______________________________________ (3 items)

Line 7  -
Who fears _______________________________________ (3 items)

Line 8  -
Who gives _______________________________________ (3 items)

Line 9  - 
Who would like to see ______________________________ (3 items)

Line 10 -
Who would like to visit ____________________________ (3 places)

Line 11 - 
Who would like to invent ___________________________ (3 items)

Line 12 - 
Write down your first and last name.

Line 13- 
Write down one strong NOUN that describes you.

Peer Editing Checklist for Biopoem

Together with your partner, carefully edit each other’s poems.  When you are finished and have discussed your partner’s work with him or her, you can begin working on the final, good copy of your poem. Have them complete the checklist below: 
	WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
	Yes, you have it!
	Getting there
	Not quite

	Format

	Are there 13 identifiable lines?


	
	
	

	Is capitalization consistent?  Correct any errors you know your partner has made.
	
	
	

	Were instructions followed exactly for each line?  (Go through each line separately, referring to the instruction sheet).
	
	
	

	Content

	Are any ideas or words repeated?  In what lines?  Suggest some other words or ideas for your partner.
	
	
	

	Are the ideas original/creative/out-of-the-ordinary?  Give examples of ideas that are too general or common.
	
	
	

	Is the poem thoughtful and sincere?  Which line is the strongest, and which needs most work?
	
	
	

	Word Choice

	Are the words specific, original, interesting, accurate?  Give 3 examples of strong words and 3 examples of words that should be changed.
	
	
	

	Spelling and Grammar

	Which words do you think are spelled incorrectly?  Circle them for your partner and write them here.
	
	
	

	Which lines sound awkward because the items in the list are not “parallel” or in the same grammatical structure?
	
	
	

	Comments (Suggestions and Compliments)




Representing Your BioPoem
Congratulations!  Now that you have successfully written and revised a great poem about yourself, it’s time to move onto the next step.  You will be creating a visual representation of your Biopoem, which may be displayed on the wall. The visual will be a part of the actual poem and will be located on the poem itself.
Step 1:  Choose at least 3 items that you believe are most significant items in your poem.  These 3 items will be portrayed somehow on your poem.

Step 2:  Choose at least one symbol, not from Step 1, that you will use in your poster.  This is a symbol that should represent more than just a hobby or pastime, but should instead reflect something central to who you are: your personality, beliefs, life goals, personal philosophy, etc.

Step 3:  Choose the type of background you want to use.  Will it be an actual picture, a combination of colors that you like, a pattern, or something else?

Step 4:  Choose the border that you will put around your entire masterpiece.  This could be a single solid line, a design, or could be more symbols or small pictures that represent you.

Step 5:  Sketch out a rough draft of your picture first, outlining where your images will be and how you plan to layout your poem with the images.  Most likely, your poem will be in the middle, but if you have a different idea, ask me about it.  You will also want to consider what type of font you will use and just how you will write your poem.  This says as much about you as the actual words and images!  Just make sure it is CLEAR.  After you are done planning, you can begin on the good copy of your poem.

Look at the example below to help you understand the content and structure of the Biopoem.  It may help give you ideas, but remember that your Biopoem must be unique and a truly about YOU!

Sarah

Open-minded, hilarious, lighthearted, and personable

Sister of Jody, the destroyer

Lover of the sea, 70% or higher dark chocolate and a fabulous book you just cannot put down

Who feels thankful for her husband, friends and family, the desire to travel everywhere in this wide world she possibly can, and fortunate to be here with you

Who needs people around her almost 24/7, to be constantly challenged and a new puppy
Who gives time to those who need it, her ear or shoulder to whomever may require it, and laughter to whoever wants it

Who fears ignorance, arrogance and hate

Who would like to see racism and homophobia wiped out, more people living fuller lives, and the end of reality television (other than RuPaul’s Drag Race)
Who would like to visit all of my friends across the nation much more often, the Eight Wonders of the World, and outer space

Who would like to invent a cure for all cancers, an electric car that everyone actually uses, and an anti-frizz hair cream that ACTUALLY works

Sarah Gates

{Eternally Optimistic} Educator

Poem Evaluation

I can create a poem related to issues in my own life

	
	Excellent

10         9
	Proficient

8        7
	Satisfactory

6        5
	Needs Improvement

4         3

	Word Choice 

 x2
	All words are strong and descriptive.  They are accurate and concise descriptions of the writer.  They are personal and creative
	Most words are strong and descriptive.  They are accurate descriptions of the writer.  Some could apply to other people
	Half of the words are strong and descriptive.  May be predictable or generic 
	Many words are vague or weak.  Words are predictable and impersonal

	Spelling, capitals and Punctuation
	All words spelled correctly. Capitals start every new line.  Commas appear between lists.  Punctuation is consistent throughout
	2 or fewer misspelled words. 75-90% of capitals and commas are used correctly.  Punctuation generally consistent
	3-5 misspelled words. 50-75% of capitals and commas used correctly.  Punctuation is inconsistent
	More than 5 misspelled words; errors hinder clarity. Less that 50% of capitals and commas are used correctly.  Punctuation is inconsistent

	Phrase Variety/Flow and Rhythm
	There is a comfortable balance between phrases and lists of words.  The author creates an interesting flow and rhythm
	At times there are too many phrases or lists.  The flow is comfortable throughout most of the poem
	The poem primarily uses lists of single words.  The flow is either choppy or dragging at times
	The poem is awkward to read because the phrases and lists do not flow together OR lines are missing from the poem.


Total:


/40
Visual Evaluation

I can integrate appropriate visual, print and/or other media to inform and engage my audience.

	
	Excellent

10         9
	Proficient

8        7
	Satisfactory

6        5
	Needs Improvement

4         3

	Layout- Creativity
	All graphics are tied together and look natural on the page.  The background and border add to the design
	Most graphics are tied together and look natural.  The background and border are appropriate for the design 
	Some of the graphics are tied together and seem natural.  The background or border may be minimal or out of place
	Many of the graphics seem out of place and there is no connection between the border and background

	Graphics- Relevance
	All graphics are related to the poem and make it easier to understand.  They shed light on the writer’s life
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand.  These graphics add little beyond what the writing does
	Some graphics relate to the topic, while others seem misplaced and unrelated
	Most graphics do not relate to the topic, OR there are too few graphics to give a reflection of the writer’s life

	Required Elements (check your steps!)
	The art includes all required elements as well as additional graphics or creative touches
	All required elements are included on the poster
	All but 1 of the required elements are included
	2 or more required elements are missing


Total

/30
