
Short Story Elements
Ms. Gates

Watch the video online of the elements of a short  
story, then try your best to complete this crossword. 
Word Bank 
SETTING, CONFLICT, PROTAGONIST, ANTAGONIST, 
THEME, PLOT, CLIMAX, FALLINGACTION, 
FIRSTPERSON, THIRDPERSON, RESOLUTION, 
SUSPENSE, MOOD, SELF, HUMAN, NATURE, SOCIETY 
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Across
1 The main problem in the story; there 

are four kinds of it. 
5 Human vs ______ is a kind of conflict 

where the character struggles against 
other humans or animals 

8 Romantic, gloomy, happy, sorrowful, 
joyful, suspenseful - all of these are 
examples of ___________ 

9 This refers to the five main parts of 
the story 

12 Human vs ______ is a kind of conflict 
where the character struggles against 
nature or fate. 

13 This is the perspective when the 
narrator is IN the story and uses "I" 

15 This is another word for the MAIN 
character. 

16 The turning point of the story; what 
the rising actions leads up to. 

17 Human vs ______ is a kind of conflict 
where the character struggles against 
what other people believe or customs 

Down
2 All of the action that follows the climax. 
3 This is the author's main message or 

moral. 
4 The conclusion, the tying together of 

the whole story 
6 This is another word for the 

SUPPORTING character; they also 
create the conflict. 

7 A state or feeling of excited or anxious 
uncertainty about what may happen. 

10 Human vs ______ is a kind of conflict 
where the character struggles against 
right or wrong, choices, etc. 

11 This is the perspective when the 
narrator is telling the story from the 
outside and uses "he" and "she" 

14 When and Where the story takes place 


