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Grade 8: Scoring Rubric for an Opinion Piece-A Letter to the Editor
	Categories
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Reasoning
	The student:

	- complexity of ideas
	- writes a few simple, undeveloped ideas
	- writes and develops a variety of simple ideas
	- writes and develops ideas of some complexity
	- develops ideas fully to create greater understanding

	- exploration of social issues and clarification of personal concerns
	- states facts about a social issue, but shows little understanding of it
	- shows some understanding of a social issue
	- shows understanding and personal concern about a social issue
	- shows thorough understanding and commitment about a social issue

	- number and relevance of supporting details
	- provides very few facts supporting his or her point of view
	- provides some supporting evidence for his or her point of view
	- supports his or her point of view with relevant facts
	- supports his or her point of view fully with relevant facts

	Communication
	The student’s letter:

	- purpose (to express an opinion- letter to the editor)
	- states facts
	- attempts to persuade
	- is persuasive
	- is very persuasive

	- voice (opinion)
	- contains no clear opinion or point of view
	- contains an opinion somewhat clearly expressed
	- contains an opinion or point of view expressed clearly
	- contains an opinion or point of view expressed clearly and convincingly

	- clarity and precision of ideas
	- contains few ideas and facts clearly stated
	- contains some ideas and facts clearly stated, but which may be repetitive
	- contains ideas and facts that are mostly clearly stated
	- contains all or almost all ideas and facts clearly and concisely stated

	- word use and vocabulary
	- contains little or no evidence of new vocabulary
	- contains some new vocabulary
	- contains vocabulary that suits the purpose and audience
	- contains new words or special terminology that support the opinion presented

	- sentence variety (structure, type, length)
	- relies on one sentence type
	- contains a variety of sentences
	- contains a wide variety of sentences
	- contains a wide variety of sentences used effectively

	Organization
	In the student’s letter:

	- overall structure (introduction, body, conclusion)
	- there is no clear overall structure or organization
	- there is some evidence of a structure or organization
	- the organization is logical and appropriate
	- the organization supports the purpose and enhances the argument

	
	- very little attempt has been made to define the issue in the introduction
	- the issue is mentioned in the introduction, but is not clearly defined
	- the issue is defined in the introduction, and the introduction and conclusion are connected
	- the introduction clearly defines the issue, captures the reader’s attention, and is connected to the conclusion

	
	- there is no summary or clear call to action
	- some attempt has been made to summarize the issue
	- the final paragraph summarizes the issue and suggests further action
	- the issue is summarized and the action required is clear and compelling

	Conventions
	In the student’s letter:

	- grammar, spelling, punctuation
	- there are several major errors or omissions
	- there are several minor errors or omissions
	- there are only a few minor errors or omissions
	- there are practically no errors or omissions

	- visual presentation (e.g., indentations, spacing, margins, letter formats, italics, font)
	- few aspects of the expected visual presentation are evident
	- some aspects of the expected visual presentation are evident
	- the visual presentation is appropriate
	- the visual presentation is effective


	Next Steps For Instruction:
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