Literary Devices Vocabulary: Worksheet





DIRECTIONS: Read each of the following literary device examples. Then write down the literary device to which they refer and explain why you have selected that literary device as an example. The first one has been done for you. Use it as an example. 
1. "My toaster has never once worked properly in four years. I follow the instructions and push two slices of bread down in the slots, and seconds later they rifle upwards. Once they broke the nose of a woman I loved dearly." (Woody Allen, "My Speech to the Graduates." The New York Times, Aug. 10, 1979)
Literary Device: Hyperbole
How do you know?: This is an exaggeration. The two slices of toast did not literally fly up and break the nose of the woman. Woody Allen is exaggerated his experience with his toaster.  

2. "Fear knocked on the door. Faith answered. There was no one there." (proverb quoted by Christopher Moltisanti, The Sopranos)
Literary Device: __________________________________

How do you know?:_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  “Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary” (“The Raven” Edgar Allan Poe)
Literary Device: __________________________________

How do you know?:_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Wolly: I can't believe I fell for counterfeit Superbowl tickets. The guys will be crestfallen when they find out. Homer: Yes, if by "crestfallen" you mean they're going to kill us. ("Sunday, Cruddy Sunday," The Simpsons)
Literary Device: __________________________________

How do you know?:_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

5. "[Aredelia] found Starling in the warm laundry room, dozing against the slow rump-rump of a washing machine." (Thomas Harris, Silence of the Lambs)
Literary Device: __________________________________

How do you know?:_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
6. "Life is like an onion: You peel it off one layer at a time, and sometimes you weep." (Carl Sandburg)
Literary Device: __________________________________

How do you know?:_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Word Bank


Alliteration


Hyperbole


Onomatopoeia


Simile


Personification


Rhyme


Metaphor








