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	Excellent
	Proficient
	Satisfactory
	Limited

	Main Topic/ Idea 
	· main topic/idea is clearly stated in the beginning and rephrased at the end


	· main topic/idea is clearly stated in the beginning but not rephrased at the end
	· main topic/idea is implied but not clearly stated


	· main topic/idea is unclear



	Supporting Details
	· paragraph has many detail sentences to support the main idea


	· paragraph has some detail sentences to support the main idea


	· paragraph has few detail sentences to support the main idea


	· paragraph has no detail sentences to support the main idea



	Sentences and Grammar
	· sentences are constructed effectively 

· simple, compound and complex sentences are used

· no obvious grammatical errors
	· sentences are well-constructed

· simple and compound sentences are used

· few grammatical errors
	· sentences are well- constructed but have little variety

· used mostly simple sentences

· some grammatical errors


	· sentences are choppy or run-on

· sentences often begin with the same word

· grammatical errors affect readability



	Organization
	· paragraph is well-organized with smooth transitions

· paragraph has a logical, effective progression
	· paragraph is well-organized 

· paragraph has a logical progression
	· paragraph is somewhat organized

· paragraph has a somewhat logical progression
	· paragraph is disorganized or confusing

· paragraph does not have a logical progression

	Mechanics
	· paragraph has no punctuation, capitalization or spelling errors


	· paragraph has few punctuation, capitalization and spelling errors
	· paragraph has some punctuation, capitalization and spelling errors
	· paragraph has many punctuation, capitalization and spelling errors
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